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This is a transcription of an interview with Hazrat Maulana Dawood Seedat 
Saheb Daamat Barakaatuhum over Channel Islaam International on the 28 

February 2012. 

Presenter: Ahlan Wasahlan Maulana Saheb. 
Alhamdulillah, many people have been given the opportunity to travel to the 
Haramain Sharifain, to gather in those Mubarak lands, to make Ziyaarah of Nabi-
e-Kareem  in Madina Sharief, to complete their Umrah and to engage in 
different forms of Ibaadat to Allah  . We therefore felt it important to discuss 
the Azmat of the Haramain Sharifain so that when people travel on this 
Mubarak journey, they would do so with the correct outlook.  
 

Hazrat Maulana Saheb: It is a very apt topic which needs to be discussed 
extensively. We will try to discuss a few aspects, however it is definitely on the 
onus of each and every person travelling to those Mubarak lands to make a 
proper study of the objective of going there and the Azmat and virtues of those 
Mubarak lands. All these aspects cannot be covered in this one programme.  
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 نحمده و نصلى على رسوله الكريم

 اما بعد فقد قال اهللا تبارك و تعالى

 اعوذ باهللا من الشيطان الرجيم

اهللا الرحمن الرحيمبسم   

  .ّوَمن يُِّرد فِيِه بِِالَحاٍد ِبظُلٍم نُِّذقهُ ِمن َعَذاٍب أَلِيمٍ 

 و قال اهللا تبارك و تعالى  

ابًا  وَّ ـَ ت ُهم ِأذ ظََّلُموا أَنُفَسُهم َجآُءوَك فَاسَتغَفُروا اَهللا َواسَتغَفَرَلُهُم الرَُّسوُل َلَوَجُدوا اهللاَ  ـَّ ن َوَلو َأ

 رَِّحيًما

Alhamdulillah it is only the Fazl, Karam and Ihsan of Allah  , that Allah  gives 
us the Taufeeq to discuss wonderful aspects like this. Talking about Makkah 
Sharief and Madina Sharief is not the work of some ordinary person like myself. 
These are the best places on the surface of the earth. However we are here to 
assist one another. Many people save a lot of money and a lot of expenses are 
incurred into making this journey to Haramain Sharifain. After doing this and 
taking off the time, and in many cases taking leave from work etc, we do not 
want to go to the Mubarak lands and return without the true wealth of Makkah 
Sharief and Madina Sharief.  

I will start off the programme by giving a few advices, then we will touch on a 
few points of caution and towards the end of the programme we will speak a bit 
on the Azmat of Makkah Sharief and Madina Sharief.  
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It is only the fazl, karam and ihsaan of Allah  that he gives us the opportunity 
to visit Haramain Sharifain. We should never consider it our own intelligence, 
resources or contacts etc that take us there. Even if Allah  is giving us the 
Taufeeq to go repeatedly – year after year, or twice or thrice a year, we must 
always consider it the fazl of Allah  that a person will embark on this journey. 
Yes, money has to be spent, tickets have to be booked and all the means needs 
to be adopted, but at the end of the day we will only reach there if Allah Rabbul 
Izzat wants us to be there.  

 

 

 

The fazilat of this journey to Haramain Sharifain does not only start when we 
reach Makkah Sharief or Madina Sharief. It commences as soon as the Niyyah 
for Umrah is made. It is the same as when it comes to Salaah. Nabi-e-Kareem  
has given many glad tidings to a person who performs his Salaah. We learn from 
many Ahaadith that the rewards start (for a male) from home. He gets reward 
for making a proper wudhu at home. Thereafter he gets reward when he 
proceeds to the Musjid in an ordinally manner, lowering the gaze and abstaining 
from worldly discussions. For every step he takes to the Musjid he is rewarded 
and his sins are being washed out. So in the same way, from the time the 
intention is made or from the time we start saving to go for Umrah, Allah  is 
already rewarding us.  

It is therefore important for us to start behaving like delegates and ambassadors 
of the Ummah long before we set foot into the aeroplane and long before we 
even touch down in Jeddah or Madina Sharief. We should start behaving like 
true and proper Mu’mineen who are going to be the flag bearers of this 
beautiful Deen. We should start behaving like people who are madly in love 
with Allah  and people who are madly in love with Nabi-e-Kareem. 

Invitation of Allah  
 

Prepare for the rewards 
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It is very important to put all agreements between oneself and the agent in 
writing. One must be fully aware of how much you are paying and what is being 
paid for. This will avoid any fights, arguments and quarrels in Makkah Sharief 
and Madina Sharief. We do not want to be faced with a situation that once we 
reach Makkah Sharief, then we are unhappy and from there we are now 
phoning and fighting with the agent. We then feel upset and it puts us in a bad 
mood. This is going to spoil our Ibaadat.  

We must also be very careful with regards to our Akhlaaq when it comes to 
dealing with the agent. All these things must be taken into consideration and we 
must follow the Sunnah of Nabi-e-Kareem  in all these aspects.  

Our intention has now been made, tickets have been booked and we know 
await the procedures of visas etc. This is the time now to increase in our 
spiritual preparation for this Mubarak journey.  

 

 

 

In today’s zamaana (times), Allah Ta’aala has made it so easy for us to embark 
on this journey.  Because of this many people sometimes tend to lose the true 
essence of this journey. Many take it as just another trip overseas. If we have to 
turn the clock a little, not even too much, maybe a decade or two, we will find 
that to go on an Umrah trip or Hajj trip was something well prepared for in 
advance. This person was considered the luckiest person in the community; as 
there were very few people that used to make this trip to Haramain Sharifain. 
The person who was fortunate to undertake this journey would prepare well in 
advance. As soon as they had made their Niyyah (intention), they would begin 
studying the different kitaabs, begin finding out the masaail (laws/rules), attend 
lectures and take advices from the Ulema. They did all this so that when they 

Guidelines for booking 
 

Spiritual Preparation 
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reached Haramain Sharifain they had the Azmat for these places in their hearts. 
Salaah was one of the main things they would put into order and those who 
didn’t have beards would start growing beards on their faces. The lady would 
start wearing a scarf or burqah etc, all in preparation for this Mubarak journey. 
Tilaawat was increased and Istighfaar was made in abundance. It was the habit 
of the Akaabireen to recite Sura Kausar at least a thousand times before 
entering Madina Sharief. Sura Kausar is the shortest sura of the Quraan Sharief 
yet it has a lot of virtues and a very deep meaning. The Akaabireen would then 
present this as a gift to Nabi  when they presented themselves at the Roza-e-
Aqdas of our beloved Nabi.  

Therefore, just as the preparation of packing our bags, booking our tickets, visas 
etc is very important, so too is it important to learn the Masaail of Umrah, Ihram 
etc, but with this goes the mindset and the spiritual preparation for this 
wonderful journey.  

 

Some advises given by Hazrat Maulana Yunus Patel Saheb Rahmatullahi 
Alayh and other Ulema 

Prior to leaving we should already start conditioning ourselves with; 

 Five times Salaah has to be in the bag 
 Start increasing the Sunnats in our lives 
 Istighfaar 
 Sura Kausar 
 Durood Sharief 
 Adding on extra nawaafil (optional acts of worship) 

 

(a) Conditioning the mind 

If we do not start preparing and conditioning ourselves we will then be 
depriving ourselves. If we take Salaah, Allah forbid, if a person is not reading his 
five daily Salaah prior to leaving, or a teenage child we are taking with is not 
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performing his/her Salaah, then when we reach Makkah Sharief or Madina 
Sharief and we make it to perform one or two of the Salaah in Jamaat, then in 
our hearts we feel extremely pious because we are not used to doing that much 
at home. Whereas for the men folk it is Waajib to perform Salaah in Jamaat. We 
are thus depriving ourselves and bringing ghuna (sin) onto ourselves by not 
fulfilling that wujoob.  

People use technicality by saying that because they are Musafir Salaah in 
Jamaat is not Waajib, but imagine the sawaab (rewards) we are depriving 
ourselves off. For a male to perform Salaah in the Haram of Makkah Sharief, he 
will get the reward of a hundred thousand Salaah, and in Madina Sharief Haram 
he gets fifty thousand sawaab. How foolish is that person who then sits in the 
room at Salaah time depriving himself of this Sawaab. It is as if he is showing his 
independence to Allah that he is not really in need of this reward. How terrible 
an attitude is this! 

By us conditioning ourselves, getting our Salaah in order, bringing Sunnats into 
our lives etc, we will automatically want to add on Nafl Salaah like Tahajjud, 
Ishraaq, Duha, Awwabeen etc once we reach Makkah Sharief and Madina 
Sharief, because the purpose of us going to Haramain Sharifain is to get closer 
to Allah Rabbul Izzat and to get closer to Nabi-e-Kareem. 

 

(b) Try to read an authentic Seerah kitaabs on the life of our 
beloved Rasulullah. 

By reading the Seerah kitaabs we will be aware of so many historical events that 
took place at the specific places, and this will create a different feeling in the 
heart altogether. To take some examples:  

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

• While proceeding from Jeddah to 
Makkah Sharief we will pass the 
Qabr of Ma Maimoona. When 
this is pointed out to us then so 
many things will go through our 
mind 
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• When we are shown the birth place of Nabi-e-Kareem , what a feeling it 
will create in the heart 

 
• In the Mataaf we will think about the 

 sufferings that Nabi-e-Kareem  had to endure 
 

• When we climb Mount Safa we will  
ponder about how Islam spread secretly in 
 the initial stages of from Darul Arqam, which 
 was at the foot of the Mountain. This was the 
 house of Hazrat Arqam  . The Sahaba   
would come here to learn from the advices of 
Nabi-e-Kareem. We will be pondering and 
concentrating on these facts instead of “Oh, 
 my legs are paining, “or “I still have so many rounds to make”. 
 
• We are told that the Rolex shop was the spot where the house of Hazrat 
Abu Bakr  was. Hazrat Abu Bakr  had also built a small Musjid here. He would 
recite Quraan Sharief on this spot and even the wives and children of the non-
Muslims would come here and listen to the Quraan Sharief being recited. They 
would tear and their hearts would tremble with the Tilaawat (recitation) and 
meaning of the Quraan Sharief. With all this in mind, can a person still be able to 
stand there and light his cigarette? Can he stand there and make ghibat 
(backbite)? All this will create a whole new feeling. In the same way Madina 
Sharief will also have a new meaning.  
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We will now discuss some points of advice and hi-light a few common 
weaknesses. By this, Wallahi, I am in no way adopting a holier than thou 
attitude – I am the worst, but the Quraan Sharief tells us:  

ر فَأِنَّ الذِّكرى تَنفَُع الُمؤِمنِيَن   َوَذكِّ

This means we should keep reminding one another.  

(a) Hifaazat of the gaze 

Controlling of the gaze is a very important aspect. We should be controlling our 
gazes every day of our lives. However, when we embark on this journey of 
Umrah or Hajj, Shaytaan becomes very forceful. We will be visiting the airports, 
coming across people of different nationalities, and in the Haram itself there are 
people from all over the world. Shaytaan does not want us to progress, he 
wants us to lose out on all the sawaab, the virtues and the Rahmat of this 
Mubarak trip therefore he tries to get us involved in sins and some of which we 
normally would not get involved in. From the Hadith we learn that if a man’s 
gaze accidently falls on a woman or a women’s gaze on a man, then that first 
accidental gaze is maaf and the person must look away. He or she must not take 
a second look as this will be sinful. This sickness of haraam gazing used to be 
more common amongst the men however in today’s times, there are many 
women who also complain that they are finding it very difficult to make Hifaazat 
of their eyes.  

Hazrat Maulana Hakeem Saheb explains that the true ‘shaan’, the mindset of a 
person who really wants to make Allah  happy will be that when he is leaving 
home he consciously says to himself that I am not going to allow my gaze to fall 
on any strange person.  

At the airport we have to make Hifaazat of our eyes and on the aeroplane too, 
we will have to control our gaze. The hostess or stewards will be walking up and 
down, they will be serving on our isle and offering meals etc, we should 

Points of caution   
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therefore adopt different steps and try to save ourselves from haraam gazing. 
For example, if it is a lady – a hostess then we should rather sit on the inner seat 
and ask our wife to sit on the outer seat and if it is a male, then we sit on the 
outer seat. 

A person who is travelling for Hajj or Umrah will not want to intentionally start 
gazing at others, however we do not want our gaze to fall even by mistake. The 
eyes are the door way to the heart and mind and we don’t want that the face 
we saw keeps coming to mind while making tawaaf of Baitullah. We don’t want 
it to come to mind while saying Allahu Akbar in Musjid-un-Nabawi . 

We should make a little bit of effort to control the gaze and keep the eyes pure  
and then we will find it to be very easy. Allah  will then bless us with the 
sweetness of Imaan when we control our gaze. 

 

(b) Company 

Generally we, South Africans loom for company while travelling,  and this may 
also be found throughout the globe.  Sometimes we look to befriend someone 
whom we are acquainted with on the flight, or some family members or people 
from our town, community or in the group. We also meet up with many people 
at the different airports or hotels. This itself is not wrong. We should in fact try 
and make ikraam of one another, assist and make Khidmat, but what we should 
be careful of is that many a time we become so close to these people – whom 
we call our Hajibhais/Hajibhens or Umrah Bhai/Umrah Bhens that we become 
very relaxed with the rules of Purda.  

We should remember that we do not want to commit any sin in Makkah Sharief 
and Madina Sharief, so we should be very careful about this. Whether we know 
or do not know the person, as long as he/she is a stranger – they are not 
mahram, and there will be sin for talking to such a person without necessity. We 
cannot say that because it is a neighbour or someone from our town so it is 
okay to speak. Even a lady in Niqaab and Hijaab cannot feel that because she is 
in niqaab and no one can see her face she can now have the licence to talk to 
anyone. The Niqaab is there so that strangers do not see her face but the voice 
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of a female is also purda. In the same way, a lady who is not in Niqaab, she 
cannot feel that because she is not in purda so she can speak to anyone. Not 
adopting the purda is one weakness and now talking to all and sundry is another 
weakness. For a man also, he cannot just go and speak to any lady. Just as how 
it is haraam for him to go and speak to any other lady so too is it haraam for him 
to go and speak to his friend’s wife. She is not Mahram. If we socialize here in 
South Africa, if we are committing this sin here, then does it give us any licence 
to go to Haramain Sharifain and commit that sin there also? 

 No! We do not want to contaminate our Umrah. We are going to Haramain 
Sharifain for a purpose, let us adopt proper purda and at least have respect for 
those Mubarak lands.  

When we become negligent on this aspect then a lot of socializing begins. We 
become pally-pally and Wallhi, in today’s times we don’t want to mention on air 
the things that are happening in society. It is no secret. We need to understand 
and realize that if Allah  has declared a certain person a stranger to us, even if 
we grew up together, we are not allowed to speak to that person unnecessarily.  

This rule applies while we are travelling, at Haramain Sharifain, at the hotel 
room, during meal times and even after returning.  

(c) 3 Haram Tours 

To visit the 3 harams is a very good act and we must try and do this; but 
unfortunately the environment in some of those tours is very sad. The mindset 
is not made and because many people feel they are not in Makkah Sharief and 
Madina Sharief, but in other places like Jordan, Damascus etc so much of 
photography, intermingling of couples etc. take place. Whether we like it or not 
these are all sins and we need to abstain from them.  
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(d) Socializing 

One of the Musallees who was going for Umrah mentioned to me that many 
years back he went for Umrah with Haji Bhai Padia Saheb (Rahmatullah Alayh). 
We know that Haji Bhai Padia Saheb was generally a people’s person. He had so 
much of fikr for the Ummah and would meet and greet everyone with so much 
of Muhabbat. But when he reached Madina Sharief he told this brother that 
now you do what you have to do and I will do what I have to do. You do not wait 
for me and I won’t wait for you – you carry on with your programme, and I will 
carry on with mine. 

This is how we should be when we go to Haramain Sharifain. Think about it in 
the following manner. A man gets married and brings his bride home. This bride 
agreed to marry him, she professes her love for him and he also professes love 
for her. But now when they meet, he takes out his blackberry or she takes out 
her “BB” she is busy chatting with her friends. Will not the husband get upset 
and tell her that you professed so much of Muhabbat for me and after so long 
we can now spend time together, but now you are worried about your BB 
contacts? Or if the husband is busy with his phone, then the wife in the same 
way will feel upset and say that you came to my father and asked for my hand in 
marriage, my father gave permission and I eventually agreed to marry you but 
now when I am alone with you – you are not even cared what I look like but you 
are more worried about sending messages to everyone. 

In the same way we profess to be the lovers of Allah  and the lovers of Nabi-e-
Kareem, and we say that our hearts are crying for an opportunity to go to 
Madina Sharief, but when we are given that opportunity then we are worried 
about “friends”. So much of socializing takes place, ghibat then starts and the 
objective is lost. Having too many friends in Haramain Sharifain will make it 
detrimental to our own spiritual well being and this will cause us to deprive 
ourselves of the rewards that can be attained while in the Haramain Sharifain. 
We should therefore cut down on too much of socializing.  
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(e)  Dressing 

Firstly for the men folk, if we are not doing it back home then at least when we 
are going for Umrah we should keep a beard. From long before we leave we 
should start growing the beard with the Niyyah that I am going to keep it on. 
We are not going into the details on this but we will take one incident that will 
show us the importance of the beard.  

A Persian delegation once came to Nabi-e-Kareem . They did not have beards. 
Nabi-e-Kareem  turned his Mubarak face away from them and asked them, 
“Who ordered you to shave off this beard?” They replied, “Our master, or king 
orders us to shave off our beards and lengthen our moustache.”  Nabi-e-Kareem 
 then tells them, “My master, My Allah orders me to lengthen my beard and 
shorten my moustache.” 

Do we need more proof than knowing that it was the wish of Nabi-e-Kareem  
that every Muslim man must have a beard on his face? 

We are ashamed of going to stand in front of Nabi-e-Kareem with all our sins 
we commit and the lifestyle we lead, so at least we can go in his Mubarak 
presence with the outer appearance – the appearance that Nabi-e-Kareem  
loved.  

Our pants must be above the ankle, dress in a neat kurta and keep a nice, neat 
beard and wear a topi. Ensure our hair is not two lengths when presenting 
ourselves in front of Nabi-e-Kareem.  

The womenfolk should also be very careful and not in vain when going to 
Makkah Sharief and Madina Sharief. A lady should dress in a way that she does 
not attract any attention to herself. By wearing very fancy cloaks and putting on 
powerful perfumes, she is making it difficult for others to make Hifaazat of their 
eyes. There are so many people in Makkah Sharief and a man is trying this level 
best to control his gaze. He is in front of Baitullah, he doesn’t want to break 
Allah  ‘s commands and here a lady a lady in a fashionable type of cloak, with 
all different colours and some powerful perfume goes pass, how much more 
difficult it is on this person to make Hifaazat of his eyes. So, ladies should be 
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dressed in a plain black cloak, wear a burqah etc do not use any perfumes and 
be as simple as possible and attract the least amount of attention.  

There is so much more that can be said we need to move on.  

 

(f) Cut off to a large extent from the happenings at home 

We must try to cut off to a large extent from the happenings at home, and the 
families that are left at home should also respect this. Even our business 
transactions, payments etc should all be sorted out before leaving. 
Unfortunately many times the business partner has to phone queering about 
payments and deals. Many even carry their laptops or tablets and are in 
constant contact with their businesses. How did the people of yester years 
manage? When they went for Hajj/Umrah they would just cut off. It was only a 
telegram that was sent to say that they are well or an occasional call from a call 
box with a few coins flying through. It was merely to enquire about the well-
being of the family or any news or death so that they could make dua.  

Before leaving try and sort out all necessities at home.  Ensure monies are left 
for rent, light water, maid and other necessities. Even the payments for the 
shop also, staff salaries etc must all be sorted. This will enable us to give full 
concentration while we are in Haramain Sharifain and our minds won’t keep 
getting distracted.  

Today, people are sitting in the Haram, sending BB messages around the world 
and busy changing their BB status. This is just not “on”. We need to realise that 
we are in front of Baitullah, or we are in Madina Sharief.  In the Haram Sharief 
we are chatting to one another from different areas of the Haram, which all 
affects the Ibaadat we should be making. It is understandable if a husband and 
wife have a phone each and need to communicate on times and place to meet 
etc. It is also fine to phone home once every few days to find out the wellbeing 
of the children or parents etc, but this should not be done in the Haram itself.  

 

 



 
14 

(g) Shopping 

 Definitely, we should support the businessman of Madina Sharief and Makkah 
Sharief. Allah  has made this their Rozi, but at the same time we should not 
make our whole tip into a shopping spree. Many people go for Umrah and they 
will walk the whole of Makkah Sharief and Madina Sharief just to save 5 or 10 
Riyaals on an item and then regard this as an accolade. We even start 
comparing with others as to where we bought the different items from and 
even that we bought our Kajoor from Aziza etc. How much of time goes into all 
of this! How many more tawaaf we could have made in this time! 

There is no harm if we would like to bring back some gifts for our family, 
children or even some items for ourselves. In fact it is a good thing to bring back 
some gifts. When Hazrat Shah Hakeem Maulana Muhammad Akhtar Saheb R.A 
would go to Haramain Sharifain he would always bring back some toys for the 
children. Once someone told him," Do not worry to bring toys all the time for 
the children.” Hazrat mentioned that the children wait for something and if they 
know their grandfather keeps coming back with toys they will make dua that Ya 
Allah, take our grandfather again so he will bring more toys for us.  

So, if we bring something for the children or if a husband goes alone and he 
brings back a gift for his wife then it will make them happy. This is all part of 
Sunnah and the teachings of our Deen. But to make the whole trip one shopping 
spree is not correct. 

Hazrat Maulana Yunus Patel Saheb (Rahmatullah Alayh)’s advice  

Hazrat Maulana Yunus Patel Saheb used to advise to leave the shopping for the 
second last or the last day of the trip. This is because generally most of us have 
a weakness that if we go on the first day and do our shopping then again on the 
third and fifth day we see something else and we run to the shops again. Then 
when we come to the room and we meet some Haji Bhen and she says that she 
saw that same item cheaper at another store, then we want to go back, return it 
and take a refund and go and purchase it for two riyaals cheaper. The whole trip 
then goes in shopping and comparing prices etc and this is when it becomes one 
whole shopping spree.  
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If a person is strong willed then in the first few days he can get his shopping out 
of the way and then concentrate fully on his Ibaadat. 

While on the shopping point, we should remember not to lose our etiquettes. 
We must maintain the aadaab of Muslims and our business principals even 
when shopping in Haramain Sharifain. The bargaining and noise that goes on is 
not correct. I personally experienced an incident where I went into a shop and 
there was a group of South African young girls in that shop. The way they were 
performing made me feel so uncomfortable and the shopkeeper himself was 
also uncomfortable. When these girls walked out, the shopkeeper loudly recited 
Istighfaar and asked me that why don’t you’ll educate your people. They had 
come into the shop holding the cloaks against their bodies and laughing so 
much.  

One piece of advice is that if we are taking our young teenage girls or boys we 
must ensure we educate them and watch over them. This is another whole topic 
which needs to be addressed in detail. 

 
 

(h) Photography 

We are not going to discuss all the fatwas regarding photography, however we 
all know that there is a lot of disrespect in the Haramain Sharifain due to this 
photography. Almost every person has a cellphone with a camera which is so 
many mega pixels, and which can now even video. The person stands in front of 
Kaaba Sharief with his wife and he poses, asking someone else to take the 
photograph for them. Where is our Hayya? Where is our modesty gone? Will we 
bring our wife and come to the local Musjid and in full view of all the musalees 
stand and pose in front and ask our friend to take a picture? We will not do that 
in our local Musjid but we go there in Makkah Sharief, in front of Kaaba Sharief 
and do it.  

Remember we are not tourists that are visiting Paris, New York, London, or 
standing in front of the Taj Mahal etc and taking photographs. We have to 
condition our minds that we are going  to Haramain Sharifain. Makkah Sharief 
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and Madina Sharief is not the place for us to go and pose and take photographs 
and videos.  

 

(i) Ringtones 

Our Ulema have extensively spoken on this topic. We must remember that 
Nabi-e-Kareem  came to get rid of music, yet we go to Haramain Sharifain with 
our cell phones ringing with musical tones. Some of our cell phones today can 
be classified as Hi-Fi’s because the tones are so loud. It hurts one so much to 
hear those tones while Salaah is being performed, while people are presenting 
their salaam to Nabi-e-Kareem or while making Tawaaf and it hurts even more 
when a person takes out his cellphone and starts making a conversation during 
Tawaaf. I am not discussing the issue of permissibility but there are principals 
and Usools. 

BA ADAB BA NASEEB – BE ADAB BE NASEEB…..If we don’t show respect we will 
not gain anything, whereas if we show respect Allah  will give us everything. 
We have to show respect on those Mubarak Lands.  

 

(j) Camel size luggage 

Sometimes when we go to Haramain Sharifain we shop so much that Hazrat RA 
used to say that we need camel size bags. He used to say – there is a lot of 
weigh-less programmes and I want to start a programme for weigh-less for 
bags! 

Although we say this jokingly – it is a serious issue. The airlines allow a certain 
weight for luggage. Sometimes it is 25kg or 30kg and those travelling first class 
maybe allowed more weight. Many a times by us carrying more luggage we end 
up speaking lies or engaged in bribery. We have just returned from Umrah, we 
have just got our sins washed away and now we get involved in the major sin of 
bribery. Bribery is a sign of Qiyaamah. We are people linked to Haramain 
Sharifain but we get involved in sins all because we bought too many things. 
Speaking of lies and bribery is totally impermissible.  
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Then another weakness is that we fill our hand luggage and we get onto the 
aeroplane early and now we take the space of the other passengers also. When 
the other passengers come and need to put their luggage in the place above 
their heads, they find it is full. Imagine, an old couple comes into the plane and 
need to put their luggage or food etc near them but our big, bright remote 
control car for our son or grandson is there! The old couple has to now walk five 
or six seats away to put their bags and will have to go fetch it from there every 
time they need something. We have no consideration whatsoever, and if 
someone has to tell us something then we South Africans are noted for fighting. 

I was once in Jeddah airport and there was a few hours delay. We should accept 
these things as Allah  is testing us. If we had to picture how the people of the 
years gone travelled  or more so look at Nabi-e-Kareem  - what a difficult 
journey it was for him when he wanted to go for Umrah or Hajj. While we are 
travelling from Madina Sharief to Makkah Sharief in that luxury bus, GMC or 
that wonderful motor car, we should look at the terrain. We have the air 
conditioners on and cold water in our hands but we should also look outside 
and ask ourselves, How did my Nabi-e-Kareem  cross these mountains?, How 
did my Nabi-e-Kareem  make this safar? And yet if we experience a little bit of 
sacrifice then we lose our tempers.  

Coming back to the incident I was mentioning – we were in Jeddah and there 
was a long delay. With my own ears I could hear the ladies telling their men folk 
that go to the desk and tell them to put us up in a hotel NOW! We are South 
Africans, we will show them how to “toi-toi”! Wallahi, these were the words. 
This is not Akhlaaq! We are coming from the Roza Mubarak of our Nabi-e-
Kareem  and our attitude is that we want to show them how we can “toi-toi”. 
What Akhlaaq have we attained? If we made our journey a spiritual one then 
we will come back with something else. 

So lies, bribery, etc are all actions that we will get ghuna for and we will be 
considered sinful if we engage in these types of sins.  

There are many other aspects that require to be touched on however in the last 
few minutes we have I would like to focus a little on the Azmat of Makkah 
Sharief and the Azmat of Madina Sharief.  
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This morning one of my Ustaads, Maulana Abdur Rasheed Goga Saheb who is 
the Imam of Mountain Rise Musjid in Pietermaritzburg, sent me an sms. He 
heard about tonight’s programme and kindly said, “Maulana, look at ayat 
number 25 of Sura Hajj for tonight’s programme.” I promised him that I will 
definitely look it up. This is such a wonderful ayat and I will touch on the ending 
of this ayat. From here we will be able to understand the Azmat of Makkah 
Sharief.  

Makkah Sharief is no ordinary place. The world is huge with many cities and 
countries in it but from the entire world Allah  chose Makkah Sharief for His 
Kaaba. Then Allah  chose Makkah Sharief for the birth of our beloved 
Rasulullah , and we know the birth of Rasulullah  is no ordinary thing. It is 
one of the greatest events that could have taken place in human history. 

Allah  has sanctified this city so much that we are not even allowed to cut the 
grass in that city or even break a flower or tree.  

This topic on the Azmat of Makkah Sharief needs a more qualified person than 
myself and also requires much more time, however we will just try to touch on 
it. 

Taking about Makkah Sharief-Allah  says; 

. ّوَمن يُِّرد فِيِه بِِالَحاٍد ِبظُلٍم نُِّذقهُ ِمن َعَذاٍب أَلِيمٍ 

 “Whoever intends to unjustly perpetrate an act of irreligious there (i.e in 
Makkah Sharief) we shall let him taste a painful punishment.” 

(Sura Hajj :Ayat 25) 
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Thinking back on all the points we have been discussing – many of them are 
major sins, yet we are committing them wholesale in Makkah Sharief without a 
frown or crease on our foreheads and this is the warning Allah  is giving to us. 
Listen to what the Mufasireen and Sahaaba have to say regarding this verse. 

 Hazrat Abdullah ibn Masood  says that merely intending a sin in Makkah 
Sharief will invite Allah’s punishment, whereas in other cities if a person 
intends to commit a sin but does not do it – he will not get any sin. In fact 
he will get reward for discarding that intention of sin.  

 Hazrat Mujaahid  has mentioned that sins are multiplied many fold when 
committed in Makkah Sharief just as the reward of good deeds are 
multiplied.  

 The Sahaaba  were so careful when it came to this that Hazrat Abdullah 
bin Umar  would have two tents pitched up when he went to Makkah 
Sharief. He would pitch one tent on the outskirts of the Haram and the 
other tent within the precincts of the Haram. All his Ibaadat, resting etc 
would be done in the precincts of the Haram, but if he had to reprimand 
anyone or raise his voice to say anything then he would go to the outskirts 
to do this. He would never reprimand in the Haram. This is the respect the 
Sahaaba  had for Makkah Sharief – they understood the Azmat of the 
place.  

As the poet says; 

                                            

                       
“This is the place where my Nabi-e-Kareem  walked. This is the place where 
all the Ambiyaa  walked and Allah  is allowing sinful ones like us to go to 
that place.” 
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What right to we then have to go all that way and then we 
commit such sins in those Mubarak lands? 

So, Makkah Sharief is a great place. We must read up some Fazaail Kitaab on 
Makkah Sharief etc, but before going there. Our Sheikh Hazrat Maulana Yunus 
Patel Saheb (Rahmatullah Alayhi), and many other Ulema also, but because we 
were connected to Hazrat we would listen to his advices, and others who have 
listened to other Ulema may have also found the same effect, that Hazrat spoke 
so much of Makkah Sharief and Madina Sharief that Wallahi when you reached 
there you are actually afraid to put your foot on the ground. When placing your 
foot on those Mubarak grounds there is so much of consciousness that where 
am I stepping and where am I going! 

This is a few things with regards to Makkah Sharief. We have just a few minutes 
left and we would like to go onto the beloved city, the city of Madina Sharief, 
and the city of our beloved Aaqaa. 
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“Shehre Mahboob Hoja ja bhan bhi kahi 

Aashiqo se sunahe wahi he watan” 

Such beautiful Poetry! Only the lovers of Allah  could speak such words. Only 
a person whose heart is brimming with the love for Nabi-e-Kareem  would be 
able to compose such poetry. 

The poet beautifully says:  

The city where the person’s beloved resides, no matter where it is in the globe 
but the beloved will say that is my beloved city. 

Then he asks the question that what can I say about Madina Sharief? In other 
words, when my beloved Rasulullah  resides in Madina Sharief then what can I 
say about Madina Sharief – that is my beloved city! That is the most beloved city 
on earth! There is no place better for the lover than the city of the beloved! 

We cannot dispute the fact that definitely the virtue of reading Salaah in 
Makkah Sharief is greater than Madina Sharief, but the city of Madina has a 
special place in the heart of each and every Ummati of Rasulullah.  

What is better than presenting ourselves in the court of Nabi-e-Kareem. When 
we are travelling to Madina Sharief our intention must be that we are travelling 
to go and meet our Nabi-e-Kareem . Our Nabi-e-Kareem  is Hayaatun Nabi. 
This means Allah Ta’aala has given him a type of a Hayaati at his Roza Mubarak, 
which we cannot comprehend and understand.  

I request every person going to Madina Sharief to listen to the tapes and CD’s of 
those Ulema who have spoken about Madina Sharief, especially that of Hazrat 
(Rah). There is also a very small kitaabs called “In the Court of Rasulullah”, 
which one should obtain and read. This kitaabs is actually a life experience of 
Haji Farouk Saheb (Rahmatullahi Alayh) when he went to Madina Sharief. He 
explains his whole experience from the time he reached Madina Sharief. He 
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explains how he needed to go and present himself at the Roza Mubarak, how he 
changed into his clean clothing, put on a wonderful Itr and with a lot of humility 
and humbleness proceeds to the Haram Sharief. He then explains so beautifully 
how he find a place in Jannat-e-Tukra and he reads Salaah and makes dua there, 
and then he moves on to wonderfully explain that he needs to go and make 
Salaam to Nabi-e-Kareem . 

We walk on that passage that leads to Roza Mubarak...what a highway this is! 

 People have built the best of highways in this world. A certain highway in New 
York will take you to a certain place, and the highway in London will take you 
somewhere else. Then in Johannesburg they want to charge toll fees for using 
the highway and in Durban where so many highways come together they call it 
the spaghetti junction. So there are all different highways that have been built, 
but where does this highway take you? 

You enter Musjid-un-Nabawi Sharief walking with your head lowered, reciting 
Istighfaar, contemplating that where am I going! 

 I am going into the Royal Court of my beloved Rasulullah. 

In Sura Nisa there is an incident mentioned about a Munaafiq by the name of 
Bishar. He had a dispute with a Jew. I am cutting the story short as we do not 
have the time to go into the details. Bishar and this Jew came to Nabi-e-Kareem 
 for a judgement and Nabi-e-Kareem  passed judgement in favour of the 
Jew. Bishar was not happy with the judgement of Nabi-e-Kareem. He then 
went to Hazrat Umar  and complained that Nabi-e-Kareem  passed a verdict 
in favour of the Jew. He thought that Hazrat Umar  will take his side. Hazrat 
Umar  tells him, “Wait here, I am coming now.” He went into his house, 
brought out his sword and puts this munaafiq to death. If you don’t want to 
accept the hukum of Nabi-e-Kareem  then how can you be a Muslim! The 
family of Bishar then came to Nabi-e-Kareem  and complained asking that 
action must be taken against Hazrat Umar. Allah  revealed aayaat in the 
Quraan Sharief absolving Hazrat Umar.  Hazrat Umar  took out his sword 
because this person did not want to accept the judgement of Nabi-e-Kareem. 
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This is the same Nabi-e-Kareem  that we are going to present ourselves 
before. The same Nabi-e-Kareem  that without him there would have been 
nothing, as a poet beautifully puts it; 

Na Musjid, Na Musjid ke oonche minareh 

Na Qiblah, na Ka’abah, Na Makkah Madinah, 

Agar Muhammed  na hote to kuch bhi na hota 

 

If it was not for Nabi-e-Kareem  nothing would have existed. You and I would 
have still been clay if it was not for Nabi-e-Kareem.  

Allah  tells Nabi-e-Kareem  regarding munafiqeen of this nature that keep on 
advising and encouraging them. Allah  then beautifully mentions in the 
Quraan Sharief: 

ُهم ِأذ ظََّلُموا أَنُفَسُهم َجآُءوَك فَاسَتغَفُروا اَهللا َواسَتغَفَرَلُهُم الرَُّسوُل  ـَّ ن ابًا َوَلو َأ وَّ ـَ ت َلَوَجُدوا اهللاَ 

رَِّحيًما  

(Sura Nisaa: Ayat 64) 

“That if they wrong themselves” 

(Meaning that if we as Ummatis commit some sin, oppression or injustice...) 

“Then they come to you” 

(Meaning they come to Nabi-e-Kareem) 

“And in the presence of Nabi-e-Kareem  they seek forgiveness from Allah, 
and Nabi  also seeks forgiveness for them, they will find Allah  will be most 

Relenting, Most Merciful.” 

 

This virtue still remains even after Nabi-e-Kareem  has departed from this 
Dunya. If an Ummati sincerely goes and presents himself at the Roza Mubarak 
of Nabi-e-Kareem, and beseeches Allah Rabbul Izzat, asks Allah  to forgive 
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him and requests Nabi-e-Kareem  also to seek forgiveness for him, then Allah 
 will most definitely forgive this person.  

 

We conclude on one Qissa which is preserved in Ma’aariful Quraan under this 
ayat. 

Hazrat Ali  mentioned that three days after the burial of Nabi-e-Kareem  a 
villager, a simpleton, came to the Roza Mubarak of Nabi-e-Kareem. He made 
salaam and then recited this very ayat. He then addressed Nabi-e-Kareem  
that “Oh Rasulullah  , Allah  has said that Oh Rasulullah  if you seek 
forgiveness on behalf of a person then Allah  will forgive that person, so I am 
requesting you to seek forgiveness on my behalf.” No sooner did he mention 
this and a voice was heard from the Roza Mubarak of Nabi-e-Kareem   saying:  
 قَد َغفََرلَكَ 

You and I can make up fairy tales but the Sahaaba  were present there and 
heard the voice themselves saying,    َقَد َغفََرلَك   “Allah has forgiven you”  

Today we may not hear the voice but Wallahi, if a person has to present himself 
at Roza Mubarak and he sincerely makes dua to Allah Rabbul Izzat then 
definitely Allah  will forgive this person.  

When presenting oneself for Salaam 

When the person goes and makes Salaam to Nabi-e-Kareem  … 
Nabi-e-Kareem  is responding to that Salaam, 
 Nabi-e-Kareem  knows exactly who is standing there, 
 Nabi-e-Kareem  knows exactly who is making salaam to him.  
Nabi-e-Kareem  is also aware of whose salaam we are conveying to him.  
 

How then can we ever go to that Mubarak city and commit sins? 

This Mubarak city,  
 The city of Nabi-e-Kareem  ,  
The city where the blood of the Sahaaba  were shed,  
The city where so many tears were shed for the Ummah,  
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The city where our Nabi-e-Kareem  stood nights upon nights in Salaah until 
his Mubarak feet would swell,  
 
How then can we go there and watch T.V? How then can we go there with our 
musical tones? How then can we go there with all our sins?  

That is not the place for all that. That is the beautiful city that Allah  chose as 
the resting ground for our beloved Rasulullah.  

A poet so beautifully says:  

“Hamna maana keh Jannat bahot he hasin.... 

Aur Jannat Madineh me mawjood he” 

We have agreed and accepted that Jannat is a very beautiful place but we are 
not going to leave Madina Sharief and go anywhere. 

In other words without Nabi-e-Kareem  we can’t go anywhere. Nabi-e-Kareem 
 will have to open the doors of Jannat for us!  

In Jannat there is everything but Madina Sharief is not there wherein in Madina 
Sharief there is Jannah. Nabi-e-Kareem  mentioned, “Between my home and 
my mimbar is a garden from amongst the gardens of Jannah.”  
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We request those of you who are going to convey our Salaams to Nabi-e-
Kareem  , make a lot of dua for us and if you remember please take my name 
and make dua for me and for the entire Ummah. May Allah  make your 
Umrah Maqbool and Mabroor.   

May Allah  take each and every one of us repeatedly to Haramain Sharifain 
and also to Musjidul Aqsa.  

Remember that a person can be very far from Madina Sharief but if he or she 
has the Sunnah in his life then he is very close to Nabi-e-Kareem. On the other 
hand a person maybe going often to Haramain Sharifain but if the Sunnats are 
not in that person’s life , then he is very far from Nabi-e-Kareem . 

We should make dua, cry to Allah  , wake up for Tahajjud and cry in dua that 
Allah  take us over and over again to those Mubarak Lands. Allah’s treasures 
are unlimited and nothing is difficult for Allah. May Allah  take us there and 
make it possible for each person around the globe to visit those Mubarak lands, 
Aameen. 
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